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United States History and Government

“When I want to understand what is happening today or try to decide what will happen tomorrow, I look back.”

-Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

Course Overview and Student Contract

Overview

United States History and Government is a one-year Regents course in U.S. history and government.  The course covers U.S. history from its beginnings until modern day and is broken up into the following units:

Unit One: Colonial America and Independence

Unit Two: Constitution and Early Government

Unit Three: Westward Expansion

Unit Four: Civil War and Reconstruction

Unit Five: Industrialization & Progressive Era

Unit Six: Imperialism & World War One

Unit Seven: The Roaring Twenties

Unit Eight: The Great Depression and New Deal

Unit Nine: World War Two

Unit Ten: Cold War & 1950s America

Unit Eleven: Civil Rights

Unit Twelve: The U.S. After 1960

USHG Regents Review Unit

Your final grade for the course will be as follows:

Each Quarter – 21%

Midterm  - 4%

Regents Exam – 12%

 
The U.S. History Regents Exam and Midterm Consist of:
· 50 multiple choice questions

· 1 – Thematic Essay

· Approximately 10-15  constructed response questions based on documents

· 1 - Document based Essay

Goals
While the ultimate goal of the class is to help you develop into a thoughtful and responsible U.S. citizen, passing the New York State Regents U.S. History and Government Exam is required for you to graduate high school. 

Our goal is to help you

· become an independent learner

· perform your best on the Regents Exam

· develop skills that will help you succeed in college


-reading


-notetaking


-study skills


-writing a well organized essay


-organizing your materials


-time management


-historical thinking skills
· understand that history helps us understand how our country got to where it is today
· understand that history provides tools for making positive change

· learn to LOVE U.S. history

YOUR GOALS

  It is also important for you to set your own goals.

· What is your grade goal?

· What topic would you like to learn about?

· What skills would you like to improve on?

SCHOOL IS YOUR JOB!

For you to be prepared for your career or for college, the most important job you have right now is to be a successful student.  For now, school is your job!  I expect you to take the same positive attitude and sense of responsibility that a successful person brings to the workplace.  

Class Expectations:
1. You are important – We need you here!

2. Be Respectful.

3. Be Kind.
4. Be prepared.

5. Be determined: give your best effort.
Supplies:
· one 1-inch, 3-ring binder for class (to be brought to school every day)

· looseleaf paper (to be put in writing section of binder) 
· 1 black and white marble composition notebook (very important)

· One 4- inch, 3-ring binder to be kept at home (after each unit handouts will be stored in this binder)
· 3-hole punch to keep in class binder
· Three dividers for class binder to be labeled “Class Notes”, “Essays/Writing” “Review & Tests”
· enough pens (black/blue and red) to last the whole year
· enough #2 pencils to last the whole year
· 2 highlighters
· HW planner
· box of tissues to share with class (You will earn 5 bonus points for this)
· We use on-line sources, primary sources, and teacher generated materials.  However, if you want a copy of the textbook, America: Pathways to the Present, let us know.
PROCEDURES

a. Go to the student center to get your handouts and materials.
b. Make sure you understand the homework assignment.
c. Begin working on the Do Now.

d. Listen to Teacher’s instructions.

e. Do assigned task.

f. Raise hand and wait to be called on to speak.

g. Work bell to bell.

h. If you need to leave the room to go to the bathroom, nurse, or locker, please take the hall pass and go.  Leave and return quietly, so as not to disturb the class.  Only one student may leave the room at a time.  If a student abuses this privilege by leaving too often or staying out too long, or being disruptive the student will lose the privilege. Please don’t leave the room unless it’s an emergency.
PROCEDURES FOR MAKING UP YOUR WORK WHEN YOU ARE ABSENT

· The homework calendar and class notes are posted on my website. Please check the website for what you missed.  You can submit what you missed on google classroom.
· When you return, go to the Student Center and take any handouts you are missing.

· When you have made up the work, post it on google classroom.  Do not put it on my desk or give it to me when I am teaching, because that is how assignments get lost.

· If you are confused, come to extra help.
· If emergencies or illnesses require you to be absent, please follow the school policy and bring in a note to the attendance office.
· Excessive absences, lateness, or cutting will result in a lower grade.  Three late arrivals equal one absence.  If you are excessively absent, Mr. Diodotti will require you to do make up work.
· YOU are responsible for making up the work that you missed.  Do NOT rely on me to remind you.  You are responsible for you.
· Copies of Class Notes are on my website under the tab, “Notes.”  You will also find assignments and other helpful materials on our google classroom page.
EXTRA HELP 
· Extra help is available with Ms. Finneran on a regular basis in room 126:

Monday  2:15-2:35 p.m.


Wednesday 2:15 - 2:40 p.m.  


Thursday  2:15-2:40 p.m.


Friday- by appointment

HOMEWORK
· Doing your homework will increase your comprehension, raise your grades, and reduce the time you need to study later.

· All written homework must include a proper heading to get full credit.  Proper heading is as follows:

Name

Date

U.S. History

Ms. Finneran
Assignment (pages and question #s)

· Answering the aim question on the front of your packet is considered part of your homework.
· Homework is expected to be completed on time.
· Homework will usually be discussed in class on the day it’s due and checked randomly or collected.
· Some homework will be submitted via Google classroom. You will be told whether your homework is to be submitted via Google classroom or to be checked or collected in class.  Please listen carefully for directions, so you know what to do. 
STUDY SKILLS
· Make sure you answer your aim question every day.
· In order to excel, you need to study outside of class.
· The best way to study is to review your class notes and homework every night for twenty minutes.  If you do this every night, you will not need to study for hours before tests and quizzes.
· Highlighting key words, making flash cards, writing outlines, creating poems or songs are all techniques that students use to help remember the information.  Use what works for you.
EXTRA CREDIT

· Extra Credit is extra, not instead of!
· Students can earn extra credit points ONLY if all their work is turned in. 
· One way to earn extra credit is by doing test corrections on tests in extra help.
· Students can also earn extra credit by doing extra credit assignments each quarter.  The extra credit assignments can be found on my website and sometimes I post extra credit opportunities to google classroom.
GRADES
· If you give 100% effort, you will meet your goals.
· If you notice that your grades are not matching your effort, please come to extra help, so we can strategize to help you succeed.
· Your success depends on you.
Your quarterly grades will be based on tests, quizzes, essays, and projects according to the percentages below. 
i. TESTS/ESSAYS/PROJECTS/QUIZZES -
60%

ii. HOMEWORK -



20%
iii. PARTICIPATION - 



20%
INTEGRITY

Plagiarism is a crime and will not be tolerated.  Cheating is morally wrong and completely unacceptable.  All instances of plagiarism or cheating will result in a grade of zero.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

I have read the preceding pages explaining the Course Overview and Expectations and I fully understand its contents.

Print your name___________________________  
Student’s signature _____________________

Parent/Guardian signature __________________________________________________

Name








Date




Your Contract for Success

We want to see you succeed this year.  In order for that to happen, you must work hard and put in the time and effort required for you to earn the grade in which you feel you deserve.

Complete the following:

My goals for this year are
(Goals can be grades, skills, or topics in the subject).

1Q________________

2Q________________

3Q________________

4Q________________

REGENTS EXAM GRADE:  ______

FINAL YEARLY AVERAGE:  ____________________

I have read and agree to the following class expectations:
Class Expectations:

1. You are important – We need you here!

2. Be Respectful.

3. Be Kind.
4. Be prepared.

5. Be determined: give your best effort.
Sign your name 
_________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 
_________________________________________________________
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