Debating U.S. History
Unit 11 Study Guide


STUDY GUIDE: Civil Rights Movement

Main Topics

· The 14th Amendment is very important for the civil rights movement because it guarantees all Americans equal protection of the law and due process of law.

· In the Plessy v. Ferguson case in 1896 the Supreme Court had ruled that segregation was legal – they said that “separate but equal” facilities were constitutional.  But this ruling was overturned (reversed) by the Brown v. Board of Education case in 1954, which made school segregation illegal.

· After the Brown decision, the movement for equal rights gained strength and Martin Luther King, Jr. emerged as a leader.  He promoted tactics of civil disobedience and nonviolence – including actions such as sit-ins, boycotts, and marches.

· The two main issues for the civil rights movement of late 1950s and early 1960s were desegregation (getting rid of segregation) and voting rights.

· The three major laws that were won by the civil rights movement were:

· Civil Rights Act of 1964 – made segregation everywhere officially illegal

· Voting Rights Act of 1965 – made literacy tests and other voter restrictions illegal

· 24th Amendment – made the poll tax illegal

· As time progressed, the civil rights movement became somewhat divided between those who followed MLK’s ideas of civil disobedience and nonviolence versus those (such as Malcolm X) who promoted black power – the idea that African Americans should be more forceful in demanding equality and maybe even use violence as a means of self-defense.
· While the civil rights movement led to significant legal victories, its more radical goals for economic justice remain unmet. The movement’s progress was probably limited by FBI interference, such as through COINTELPRO activities.
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Study Questions
1. Explain the main differences in the philosophies of WEB DuBois & Booker T. Washington.

2. Which constitutional principle was tested in the cases of Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education?  How was the outcome of these two cases different?

3. What were the major events of the Civil Rights movement?

4. How did Martin Luther King, Jr. and his followers try to attain integration and equality?

5. Explain the ways that different groups or people in the civil rights movement had common goals but had different ways of attaining [achieving] those goals.

6. What kinds of legislation did the US government pass in order to support civil rights?
