TURNING POINTS in U.S. History (KEY)


	Name of Event & Year
	Description of historical circumstances  / causes
	Impacts / effects on U.S. history (with specific examples)

	1776

Declaration of Independence
	· America declared independence from Great Britain
· The ideals of equality, natural rights, and representation were asserted as central to the US
	· Although many ideals expressed in Declaration were not a reality in 1776, they became the basis for future struggles for equality.
· Exs: women’s suffrage (Declaration of Sentiments), civil rights movement

	1789

Ratification of the Constitution
	· Articles of Confederation were replaced by a stronger government 
· Though stronger, the government was also limited in number of important ways
	· A strong government that has lasted over 200 years
· Limits on govt power which allow people some power and also the ability to change the govt
· Exs: the amendment process, Bill of Rights

	1803

The Louisiana Purchase
	· US bought the Louisiana territory from France
· The size of the US doubled
· Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark to explore the new territory
	· Control of Mississippi led to explosion of trade

· Spread of the idea of Manifest Destiny
· Movement of people from East to West
· Increased conflict with Native Americans (Indian Removal, Trail of Tears)

	1848

The Mexican-American War
	· James Polk instigated a war with Mexico because of desire for new territory (Manifest destiny)
· US won the war and Mexico was forced to cede territory
	· With the territory gained from Mexico, Manifest destiny was complete
· US control of California led to Gold Rush and increased desire for trade with Asia
· Poor relations with Mexico

	1865

End of the Civil War
	· The North defeated the South
· The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments were quickly passed
· In the South, slavery was replaced by the sharecropping system
	· Slavery ended & African-American men vote
· 14th Amendment’s “equal protection” clause became a key weapon in various groups’ battles for equality
· Southern backlash: Segregation & Jim Crow

	1898

The Spanish-American War
	· The US intervened in the Cuban rebellion against Spain
· Explosion of the USS Maine led to direct US conflict with Spain
· US defeated Spain in 3 months
	· US emerged as a world military power
· Control of Cuba, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guam led to increased US naval power around world
· Led to increased imperialist involvement in Latin America (e.g., Panama Canal, interventions)

	1920

Passage of the 

19th Amendment
	· The Amendment was ratified after decades of movement for women’s suffrage
· Women’s role on the home front during WW I was important factor
	· Gaining of the vote eventually led to women’s movements for equality in other areas of social and political life
· New sense of freedom in the 1920s epitomized by the “flapper”

	1929

The Stock Market Crash
	· The crash brought to an end the economic boom of the 1920s
· It was the result of agricultural & industrial overproduction, stock market speculation & credit debt
	· Did not “cause” the Great Depression, but was a signal of its onset
· Depression: worst economic period in US history
· New Deal reforms led to increased govt involvement in economy & social welfare

	1945

End of World War II
	· The US ended the war by the use of two atomic bombs on Japan
· Two superpowers immediately emerged: US & USSR
· Europe was divided (Iron Curtain)
	· End of WW II signaled beginning of the Cold War
· Cold War concerns dominated US politics and society for nearly 50 years (e.g., containment, McCarthyism, “duck and cover”)

	1954

Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case
	· The decision stated that school segregation was unconstitutional
· Went against the 1896 Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson
	· Led to movements to end segregation in places other than schools (e.g., Montgomery Bus Boycott, lunch counter sit-ins, Freedom Rides)
· Civil rights movement eventually demanded equality in voting, the workplace, etc.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


